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Abstract

This paper concentrates mainly on the conceplual delibaration of Cultural Space based on review of prevailing ideas in
the literature. The focus of this paper lies on the characienzation of cultural space particularly as urban space. It has
been revealed that like the word "Culture’ which indicates the way of e of people, cultural space is also concemed
about both people and their enviranment within a range of natural and cultural values. The notion of cultural space s
not merely & physical entity bul also a percepiual reality. This paper attempls to determine the characterstic features of
‘Cultural Space” in order fo visualize thal theme in real word and to understand those as urban spaca. It has been
identified that concept of cultural space encompasses the collective memory and historical layering of spaces where
the additional structure provides mamory, identity and imageability of collective exstential consciousness, In addition i
the perceptual component; the cullural space comprses of social and physical attibulas of space.

Key words: Culture, Cultural spaca, Urban space, Percepbion of space, Concepts of spaca.

1 Introduction

Culture is about a group of people who share a sel of values, beliefs, worldview symbol system, which are learmed and
transmitied from one ganaration Lo the next. (Krosber and Kluckhohn, 1952) Culture is the way of He of & people while
the spatial framework of urban spaces could be called cultural space. The rules, which guide the organisation of space,
time, meaning and communscation; show regularity becausa thay ane linked systematically 1o culture, The concenirated
focus of this paper is to unvail the concept of culture and culiural space in urban spatial pattem. In this sensa, the
conceptual delibaration of cultural space of this papar is mainly establizhed through review of similar concapts and
taking arguments from the prevailing literalure. Besides these, this paper tries o comvenge on the governing issues of
culture, which influence the spatial structure of whan spaces. It also atiempts o pinpoint the quakiative as well as
percephual, spatial component of culbture and cuftural spaces o consofidate the atinbuies of these spaces.

2 Culture and Cultural Space

The word culture, from the Latin roof “colena” (io inhabil, io cultivate, or io honour), generally refers io palterns of
hurman activity and the symbolic structures that give such aclivity significance. According 1o Raymond Williams "Culture
is one of the two or three most complicated words in the English language’, (Williams, 1883; 87) Different definitions of
‘cubture’ reflect different theoretical onentations for understanding, or crifera for valuing human actvity, Anthropalogists
most commanly use the term ‘culture” to refer io the universal human capacity to classify, codify and communicate their
expariences symbalically. (Wikipadia, 2006)

One of the important definitions of 'culture” is given by Margaret Mead i 1937;
Cutture means he whole complex of fraditional behaviour, which has been developed by the human race and
is successively leamed by each generation. A culture is less precise. It can maan the forms of Iraditional
behaviour, which are charactenstics of a given soclety, of of a group of seciaties, a certain race, a certain
area, of of a certain perod of time, (Kupiainen et al, 2004)

The term cufture itsalf has iz own history, The primary meaning of culture is the cultivating of natural growth and by
extension in recent imas; it has come to mean the culfivating of human mind. Cutture therefore refiers to behaviour
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pattams socially acquired and socially transmified by means of symbols. It includes language, tradition, customs and
institutions, (Thapar, 1987) Furthermore, culbure in relation fo radition links the past to the present. It has therefore a
historical context, which is as significant as the cultural form itself. Culture is always a collective phenomenon, because
it is at least partly shared with peaple who live or lived within the same social environmant, which is where it was
learmed. It is the collective programming of the mind. In this conception, culture is an ever changing entity nol a static
one; culture is leamed not inhented: it derives from the social environment. nof from the genes. (Segers, 2004)

‘Culture’ i5 a mental construction rather than the innate property of a certain community, Culfural theony
considers culture as a system consisting of a number of subsystems, such as economic, educational,
religious, technological and artistic subsyslems. Each subsyslem is basad on all activities as performed by
participants. This means that a systemic approach i5 interested in all the "actions’, in &ll the ‘activities’ as
performed by the parficipants within a particular subsystem (Segers, 2004).

According 1o Young, culbure is the way of ie of a people. It consists conventional patterns of thought and behaviour,
including values, beliefs, rules of conduct, political organisation, economic acfivity, and fhe like, which are passed on
from ane generation 1o the next by leaming and not by biological inheritance. (Young, 1994) Tharafore, culture is the
syslem of meanings, values regarding which we interact, The organisation of space, time. meaning and
communication are systematically linked to culture. (Rapopod, 1977: 14) (Fig: 01)
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Figure: 01 Concept of culture influencing ifestyle and activities. Source: Rapopod, 1977

I ths regard, it can be summarised that culture i leamed and depended on baing brought up wilhin a lramewor - a
cultural space. Second, a large component of cullure is below the level of conscious awareness. Third, cuftural
pattams structure both thought and perception, In the past, cultures were ofien (hought of in quile rationalistic ways as
conscious creations, Simiarly, there were more of less expliclt rankings of cultures from the most primitive fo ours.
Midam thinking about culture is in some ways consistent with psychoanalytic ideas, especially with respect to the
limited and subordinate role of intellect, with the development of the moderm culture concept the intellect itsell came to
be viewed differently. It was now undersiood that peaple acquire the ideas, beliefs, values, and the ke, of their society,
and that these cuttural features provide the basic materials by which they think and perceive. (Young, 1984)

Sociely is the structure of their interaction, and cultural space defines the location of an indiidual (or growp) in this
structure. The erm cultural space is concemad aboul both people and their environment within & range of natural and
cultural values, The word “cultural space’ define not only a certain type of space whare cublural activities are perform
rather if is more related with the patlem of space, the emvironmental characlenstics and above all the sumounding
people within it. Behavioural and psychological spaces are also related fo cultural space defined by vanous groups in
lerms of varying categosies, laxonomies or domains (Rapoport 1877 14). Therafore, cubtural space is not any specific
entity of space rather it is indvidua! or collective perception of spatial quality of culiured people. These types of spaces
are profoundly imvolved with the ways of life of people. As culture is always a collective phenomenon, these spaces
should be communal space of different activity.
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3. Urban Space as Cultural Space and the analogous spatial concepts

Cultural space can be composed with the social interaction and socka! activity patiern of cerain spaces which
somefimes acis as an extension of public spaces even in the streel. Hence, social activities depend on presence of
others in public spaces and occur sponianaously as a direct consequance of people moving about and baing in the
same spaces, According fo Jan Gehl, a social activity takes place every time at least two people ane together in the
same space for social interachon, (Gehl, 1996) The most wide spread social activities directly involved with passwve
contacts in urban spaces. Thus the urban spaces are also culural spaces where human interaction and cullural
activities fake place.

By definition, urban spaces indicale thosa discrete spaces of cities (i.e, of urban areas) which are used by the public -
a counter concept of 'privale spaces’ whene public access is restricled, Typologically, near urban spaces ane sineals o
roads, and fat open spaces are 'squares’ of ‘plazas’ i.e. the Chawks in the oriental concept). Beyond these two
groups, green open spaces (|.e, the parks) in cities are also considered as urban spaces characierised by the very
prasence of paople and baing situated in urban aneas.

Beside such categonization of urban spaces, some other analogous spatial concapts of cullural space are akso present,
To define cultural spaces whene human interaction and cultural acthities take place at first we need 1o comprehend
some concepiual percaplion with analogous explanation of cullural spaces which bear similar concept as urban space,

3.1. Soclal Space

In a Durkheimian sense, social space s a parson's posdion in ‘sociclogical space’ and specifies nothing about his
siuation in physical space. (Durkheim, 1890} Social space is determined by the individual's perception of his socal
world and nof by the objective description of his social relationship by any obsenver (Buttimer, 1972 283). Rapoport
defined social space which is used Dy social groups and reflacting their behaviour patiams, perceplions (Rapoport,
1977). However, definition of 'social space’ commanly emphasis corporate and nesghbourhiood onented activites [Ley,
1983:102). Sacial space complies with the concept of cultural space as bath encompass the social and spatal factors
in physical space and combing bolh the subjective and objective dimension of space. Cuftural space is also used by
some social group and reflecting the behaviour pattern and perception of individual by cuftural activities, Like social
space, cultural space also synthesizes the perceived and interactonal dimension of space.

3.2 Neighbourhood Space

“A group of people wha cccupy & discrele lemiory conslitule a nesghbourhood® (Blower, 1973:51). In the literature,
neighbourhood is an area where a group of people live in proximily. In 1968, Mumford stated that the neighbours are
people united pamarily nod by comman ariging of common plrposas but by the proximity of their dwelling.
Meighbourheod is primarnly a social phenomenon ansing from cohabitation in a physical area, Thus, neighbourhood
gpace is also an extension of social space as well as it contains some important aspects of cultural space. As cultural
space is more than social phenomana like neighbourhood space, bath social and physical factors ara imparani in it

3.3, Human Space

The concept of ‘human space’ indicale a small-scale physical space in the vas! areal extent of a local area being
defined by a perceptual boundary but involving a low level of sodial interaction. i is identified that the large physical
axtent of many localibes’ in ches are subdmvided conceplually info smafier segments by the inhabitants on the basis of
their cardinal direction or noticeable differentiation (Nilutar, 1987). Hence. human space is more involved with the
percepbual boundary of inhabitant in smaller segmenl. Siméary cultural space atso conaing the percaptual boundary
of inhabdant but it deals in large-scale social level with maximum social interaction. To some axtent, culural space is a
synthesis of small-scale physical space in large social context,

3.4 Community Space

Community is a fundamenta! concepl of human association in sociology. Hence, in community space, & group of
people is living together in one particular area that is considered as a unit bacause of their common interesls,
background or nationality. Thus community space is more imvolved with parficular group of people in neighbourhood
sCale where as in cullural space people of commaon inferest, background and nationality maat in urban spaca. In this
sense, community space in urban scabe s much more invalved with the basic cancepl of cultural space.
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3.5 Existential space

Chastian Norberg-Schulz defines eastential space as a relatively stable systam of percaptual schemata, or image of
Ihe envirmnment. Existential space has its roots with the existence of human percepbion, Social and philosophical
sensitivity is the two possible sources of information for developing the perception of exsienta! space. Therefore,
Architectural space and Existential space are very much similar, where the first one denotes the subjective character of
gpace and the othar one objeclively dafine man-space redationship. Like existantial space, culural spaca has ils rools
with the exstence of human perception, Beyand ifs social and philosophical concept, cultural space objectivaly defines
man space relationship from human perception lavel,

Hence, to perform the activities whalever social or cublural we need some spaces. According to these spatial concepts,
culiural space resembles some imporiani components of Social, Human, Nesghbourhood. Community and above all
Existential Space. From the above discussion it reveals that like social space, cultural space is reflecting the behaviour
patiern and perception of social group by cultural activities and constitutes the social component, Charactenistics of
Human space are emphasized by synthesizing small-scale physical space in large social context and put emphasss an
lhe physical indices. Cuftural space is the exlended vanety of community space also; where people of comman
interest, background and nationality meet in wrban space, It is dear that seme imporant components of the above
discussed spatial concepts are physically, parceptually or socially overlaps with the notion of cultural space.

4. Qualification of Cultural Space: it's components and attributes

The cultural space, that intermingle the: history and layering of traditional urban space with the onentation and
recognition, create exisience of sense of place. This layerning of space and culture creale inlerconnected envinonmen
with human perception. To find out the inner meaning of cultural space these percephual aspecis need 1o reveal first.
Thus, to make a clear deliberation of the urban spaces as cullural spaces the following sub sections tries (o entangle
thedr vanous components and thedr attnbutes. Among those, the most important character is how we percenve the
existence or spirit of 2 space with our cognitive values and narms, Then come the physical charecter and social
maaning of such spaces. Mol bul the laast the existence of human perceplion in social, philosophical a5 well as
psychological level is deeply rooted with the man space relationship in urban scale that also underiing the attribules of

percephual components,

4.1 The Percepiual Componants

The rmeaning of cultural space mare refers 10 the human parception rather than any concrede enlity of spacas. || has
been described that although the physical componants of all cites fike house, streat, gathering places, cult buildings,
plants and so on ane same; il is the term culbure that vanes from region fo region. In fact, the inner meaning of spaces
especially urban spaces may differ from culfure to culfure as wall as to the geographical setfing of cifies. In this sense,
Rapoport claims that the nature of meaning and relatiomships among the elements with the associated human
behaviours may diffier under different socio spatial siuations (Rapoport, 1977:15). This proposition supports a view,
which conceives human societies a5 spatial phanomena. Il is therefore believed that, in urban araas the built
enmvargnment also plays an important role in the formation of social behaviowr pattem in local areas, 11 is mow
understood that social characlerstics and aclivilies of people have assocation with the physical aspects of urban
spaces and other lavels of urban environment,

Bilt or physical environment can be sean as salfing for human activities and their percaplion 10 the matarialistic world
[hat delerrming human behaviour, Therafane, if the design of the environmeant &5 seen as a process of ancoding
information, then the users can decoda it If the code is not shared, not undarstood or inappropriate by the society, the
environmant does not communicate (Rapopor, 1977:03). Claude Levi-Sirauss also nobed that the city achiaves a
balance between natural and arfificial elements; it is an object of nature and a subject of culiure. Hence, people’s
perceplion of a space refates io their culture and their individual memary of place. The memory association plays an
important rode to define the actual perception of spaces incorporated with the traditicn and lifestyle of individual
community. Subsequently, o define and reveal how cities really are expenenced, comprehended by their users; tha
effects of values, images, schemala, and human behaviowr on the shaping of urban form; some pencaplual
componenis of cultural space that are assumed o be relaled with the perception of cultural space need to be revealed.
Hence, the perceptual components are as follows.

4.1.1 Sense of Place: The reiationship betwean people and environment is transactional. Space is more than three-

dimensional physical space (Rapopor, 1977:12), The envronmeant i made up of combination of physical and social
features: the sense of place is an experience created by the setting combined with what a person bring to it. In other

protibesh@BUET 32



Cultural Space - a Concepiual Deiberation and Characterization as Urban Space

waords to some degree we creals our own places, they do nol exist indapendent of us (Steede, 1981). Sense of place is
a particular expanence of person in specific physical settings and swroundings of spaces within the social seflings of
culture (Figure 02},
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Figura 02: Sense of Placa. Siounca: Sleale, 1981.

4.1.2 Memory: Colloquially memary means the process of recalling facls or expenence. Memory is one of the most
impartant requiremenis of cultural space and memary association with time can create a sense of place. According fo
fldo Rossi, the city itself is the locus of collective memory of its people, and like memory. if i associaled with objects
and places (Rossi, 1982). In genaral, the history of a place is its collective memory.

4.1.3 Orientation: Memory as knowledge or recognition is the presupposition of onentation (Schulz, 2000). In othar
waords, one must know where he or she is going if they want (o get there. Orientation is extremely important and basic
to the behaviour of all moile anganisms- animal and people, It is linked 1o survival, sanity and cultural vanabdity (Lynch,
1960). The spatial organization of a place helps to orient people associated with memory in a particular situation. It is
also key element in defining the physical entity of a person within a space.

4.1.4 Perception and Cognition: 'Percepbon’ is the mos! fundamental mechanism linking people and the surrounding
environment, where all pervasive process invalved in enltire man-environmen! inleraction (Rapoport, 1977:178). The
term perception comes from the Latin Percipere to take hold of. to feel, to comprehend. The term "cognifion’ has been
used o descrbe the way in which people understand sfructure, leam the environment, and use the mental map 1o
negoliate it (Rapoport, 1977:31). Cognition from the Latin word for getfing fo know refers both fo the process of
knowing and understanding the product; the thing known (Rapoport, 1977:1049). Perception deals with how infarmation
is gathered and obainad, while cognition with how it is arganized (Figure 03). The perceptual and cognitive imaga of
cultural space should be perceived by the user of thal space.

ENCODED i - DECODED Cognitive
COGHITIVE .—*m 1 =N * Representation
SCHEMATA Read or Schemata
Given Expression Tnderstscd
Built
Figure 03; Cognitive schemata of Built Environment Source: Rapoport, 1877

4.1.5 ldentification and Imageability: In the identification of any given enviranment, memary performs a fundameantal
function whose paricular aimaosphere is spontanecusly recordad, even before we have become acquainied with its
indicative markings, i.e. those characteristic motifs that give it a well defined configuralion. In olher wonds, it is
necessary to know how of a place in order to recognize its Identity (Schulz, 2000). 'Imageability’ is the quality of a
physical object, which gives it a high probability of evoking a strong image in any given objecl. Therefore, & workable
image requires three things. First, the identification of an object as a separate entity called identity’. Second, the image
must include the spatial or pattern relation of the object to the abserver and lo other object. Finally, this object must
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have some meaning for the obsarver, whather practical or emotional. identfication and imageabsity s dinectly related
with onentation of space.

Hence, the qualitative relationship between human perception and space a5 well as the abstract qualitative aspect
helps to nodify the spatial and configurational atiributes of cultural spaces. In this casa, Heidegger denotes thal, space
does nof indicate an abstract mathematical continuity, bul a qualitative relationship among concrela places (Heidegger,
1871). Orientation in fact refers to cardinal dérection of space, identification indicates {o the concrata forms of the
emanonmeant, and memory symbaolizes ta the emblematic images of which it is compasad. If ona does not anent
onesedf, one can neither travel nos reach a destination, and one cannod reach an agreement if one does not identify
with the spirit of place. Mareover, it is not possible to experience belonging without a memaorny of the constituant
features of a place, These il components are profoundly invalved with the parception of cullural space. Therefore,
culfural space is more related with the percephual component besides the social and morphological aspects.

4.1 Physical and Social Attributes

Cultural spaces vary from region 1o region, from city to city, from area 1o area and even from person 1o person, Each
spaca must hawve some distinct identical vake. Every places and slements must be distinguishably different bafore
[hay can be wsed in ofentation, in the sulbjective definifion of areas, in subjeclive distances or incorporated info mental
magps. (Rapoport, 1977 229) Therefore, cullural space is not any specific entity of place rather i & indnvidual or
collective perceplion of spatial quality of culiured peopla. Thesa typas of spaces are profoundly invalee with the ways
of life of people Cultural space is the concoction of all previously the mentioned spaces. As culiure is always a
collective phenomenan, thesa spaces should be communal space of different activity. From the above discussion of
analogous spaces | it is ciear that cultural spaca is mone involved with the perceptual dimansion of man space
relationship. Hence, cultural space is nol any certain type of space where cultural activity is pedomed rather il is
combination of three most complex words; Man, Space and Culture. (Fig 04)

(Conscious and subconscious {Physical entity of placa)
parception of his or her entity)

{Personal lnl_m'pml.ulmn of mabaerial)
Figure: 04 Tri fold relabonship of man, space and culbune

The diagram shows a threefold retationship where man, space and cullure all are inlerconnecled and complementary
Iz each other 1o creale a base for cultural space. Here the conscious and subconscious perceplion of man creates his
physical entity of place into spaces, af the same time his personal interpretation of materal world creales sense of
sensitivity to cufture. Moreover, these all are inler related and dependent fo each other and from theosetical
intempretation it seems thal withoul the existence of one element the axistence of cultural space is nod valid &t all,
Henca, some physical and social afiribules of cultural spaces are highlighted on the next section thal encompasses the

perceplual, social as well as morphological components,

421 Physical Attributes

The physical attributes of cultural space are two fold, which is determined by the perceptual and morphological
features of spaces. Althowgh the morphological features are to some exdent tangible, the perceptuzl components are
indefinable in nature, Momhological indicators of space exhibils expressive character on the olher hand, perceplual
features of cultural space are more qualitative and imlangible hence, to be perceived by cognitive process. Il has been
discussed that cultural space is an extension of social, community, human as well as existential space and some
significant properties of these spaces are present as an essentisl features of cultural space. Hence, the morphological
properties of a space can be dearmined by the charactenstics of its urban fabrics, prominence of location, sires
network and open space system. On the other hand, perceptual component is very much refaled with the memory,
orientation, and imageability aspects and the percepiual quality of cultural space is revealed by the historical layering
and enclosure fealing of space,
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4.2.2 Social Attributes
Society plays a vital role in sething up an urban envireament, The afiibutes of cublural spaces fo some exlent create an
order where order involves a relation, or a set of relationships, of a definite sorl. Social order in urban spaces can be
racognised and described on careful observation by a set of varied characteristics and attributes. Cultural space in any
sociely is much mone refated with the social space hence, socfal order of urban space is mporant to understand the
society. Other than physical order, social order in some cases may not be manifested spatially, but once the social
order of the spaces is underslood, an apparen! chaos becomes comprehansibla. The structune of any sociely can be
characiensed by the social as well as cutlural attrbutes. Cultural activity of any spaces is a social phenomenan and
ditferant social attibules like ethnicity, activity, behaviour pattern and neighbourly relation of commumity efc. ane indices
that determine the quality of cullural space. People of different ethnic background use urban space differently
therefore, their cuftural usa should be different. On the other hand, community of densely built up urban areas behave
ditferently hence, their activity of urban spaces can be refiected in their neighbourty relation in social &5 well as cultural
spaces, The social aspects thal are responsible to shape the cullural spaces are therafore necessary bo paind oul
according o the following aspects;

1 Population density and neighbourly relation

i Religion and Ethnic background of paopls

1 Community Activity, Behaviour Pattem and Use of Cultural Space.

5. Conclusion

In conclusion it can be staled thal fhe entire discussion therefore, related io the use of space and how we percemve the
existence or spint of a space with our cognitive values and norms. The cultural space, that intermingle the history and
layering of tradifional urban space with the orentation and recognition, creale existence of sense of place within the
urban areas, This [ayering of space and culture create interconnectad enviranment with human parception, By
interpreting the phenomenological aspects of cultural space with physical and social attributes, as well as the identity of
this space in urban seifings can be revealed.

Apparandly, it seams thal the historical layering of urban space, as well as the strong memorable parcaplual imagas
produces an interwoven social system that helps 1o promode cultural space in urban areas. As culture depends on
peoghe and their environment; cultural spaces in urban areas are distincl in characler where memory, onienlation,
identification, sense of place are overdapped and physical-social attibutes are inlerconnectad with surrunding people
and environmant. This super layedng of spaces combinas the charactenistics of urban spaces and thus generates
different types of cultural spaces,
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